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What to Do with This Syllabus 
● READ IT, ANNOTATE IT, AND KEEP IT ALL YEAR.  

○ I do not care how convinced you are that ‘nobody reads the syllabus.’ Be the first. 
You WILL be held to the rules in it. ALSO, I WILL COLLECT IT BACK AT THE 
END OF THE YEAR, FOR POINTS. 

● Hole-punch it, and have it be the first page in your binder. 
○ DO NOT put the whole thing in the clear plastic ‘sleeve’ on the outside. You 

should be able to flip through and reference the pages easily. You WILL lose 
points if I do a binder check and it’s not where it’s supposed to be. 

● Refer to it BEFORE ASKING ME QUESTIONS. 
○ What’s the penalty for late work? What do I expect you to bring every day? The 

answer to all of these questions, and more, can be found inside. 
 
 
 

Introduction and Course Description 
 

The CSU Expository Reading and Writing Course is a 12th grade language arts course 
designed to help students develop the reading, writing, critical thinking, and study skills that 
they will need to thrive during their first-year college English classes. Students will explore a 
series of thematic, rhetoric-based units in which they learn to analyze and evaluate both fiction 
and nonfiction texts. Throughout the year, they will learn to approach both reading and writing 
as deliberate and structured tasks, building increasing awareness of their own reading and 
writing processes. 
 

The course was specifically imagined, originally, to meet the needs of students who 
tested ‘provisionally ready’ for college English on the EAP (part of the state testing) their junior 
year. It is one of the recommended pathways for admission to the CSU system, and earning a 
“C” or better in the class is part of the multiple measures used for first-year English placement. 
It is appropriate, however, for students enrolling at any college, from Skyline to Yale. 
 

A brief description of the course, as well as information about research on the course 
and its effectiveness, can be found at https://writing.csusuccess.org/. I encourage you to 
investigate. If you are already familiar with the course, be aware that it has undergone a recent 
revision. The current ERWC 3.0 course has some exciting new changes. 
 
 
 
 

   

https://writing.csusuccess.org/
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FAQs 
 

● I noticed “CSU” in front of the course title. Do I get college credits for 
this class? 

○ No, this is not an AP or college-level class. However, the course has been 
designed and is constantly being developed with a team that includes college 
English professors from the CSU system, so it aligns very closely with what you 
will need your first year in college English at any college. 
 

● Is this class hard? 
○ It can be, mostly if you don’t come to class every day. It is designed to be a 

fast-paced class that will get you in shape for college, and the difficulty of the 
class will depend on your incoming skill level. Wherever you come in, however, I 
guarantee that you will get good things out of the class if you are prepared to 
really work at improving, instead of mindlessly just ‘getting a grade’. 
 

● I'm worried that I'll try hard, and still fail.  
○ You won't, unless you stop trying or don’t come to class. Skipping class on a 

regular basis will make it difficult to pass. Do all your work, do it on time, think 
critically about everything you do, come to class, keep an open mind, and 
remember that intelligence is developed, not inborn. Come check in with me — if 
my door is unlocked, you are always welcome. 

 
 

Senioritis!  
 

● Don't underestimate its power.  I guarantee you will have days where you feel like doing 
nearly anything except sitting in class. DEAL WITH IT — you are an adult, and learning 
to strike a balance between the different parts of your life is part of this fight. If you have 
things like a job or a family situation getting in the way of coming to class, it is not 
optional to speak with me about it. Practice communicating responsibly while still 
maintaining boundaries that are healthy for you. If you don't make a conscious effort or 
start cutting class all the time, you will not only fail this class, you will fail to graduate. 
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Grading and Assignments 
 

READING AND HOMEWORK OBLIGATIONS 
 

● Students should expect homework most nights, including weekends. It will usually 
be reading and notes, plus various writing assignments. Students should plan for 10-20 
minutes of homework nightly. 

● Students must read outside of class to do well in the class, but don’t need to do it 
at home. If my door is unlocked, please come on in! Students are always extremely 
welcome to use my room as a quiet place to study or do homework of any kind after 
school, and the library is also open. I am at school until about 4:30 most days, and I am 
happy to answer questions as they arise during the reading.  

● Students must keep track of their own progress and have good attendance. 
Obviously, illnesses and emergencies happen, but I structure this class assuming that 
students don’t miss more than a handful of days each semester. I will accommodate 
for things like long-term independent study assignments, but students with regular, 
unexcused absences will find this class extremely difficult to pass.  

WRITING OBLIGATIONS 

● All formal, graded writing assignments that are typed will be submitted via 
www.Turnitin.com. There will be other assignments done by hand or online, but not 
essays. 

○ I will not accept essays handed in hard copy or on Google under any 
circumstances. 

○ Writing Portfolio assignments will receive a ten percent point deduction for each 
week they are late w/o an approved excuse, and papers more than two weeks 
late w/o an approved excuse will receive an "F" with credit (50%) for being 
completed..   

 

STANDARDS 

● This class follows the College and Career Readiness (11-12) segment of the Common 
Core State Standards for English Language Arts. More information about these 
standards can be found at the URL given here in the online syllabus. 

● Additionally, the course also embeds some of the English Language Development 
standards (at the Bridging level). More information about these standards can be found at 
the URL given here in the online syllabus. 

   

http://www.turnitin.com/
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GRADE WEIGHTING 

Please be aware that I use category weighting in Synergy. This means that, no matter how 
many points one assignment may be worth or how many assignments are in a category, the 
total grade in the class will always reflect the percentages above. The titles in parentheses 
above match the categories in Synergy. Be mindful of what category an assignment is in, as 
it may change the effect on your grade. 
 

 
GRADE WEIGHTS AND ASSIGNMENT CATEGORIES 

Essays and Graded Writing Assignments (In Synergy: Essays and Writing): 30% 
● This category includes major writing assignments graded using rubrics that conform to 

the Common Core State Standards for 
College and Career Readiness (11-12). 
These assignments may be revised 
essays, as well as smaller 
assignments such as summaries and 
paragraphs. 

 
Tests and Quizzes (In Synergy: Tests and 
Quizzes): 30% 

● There will occasionally be quizzes and 
tests on the content and various skills 
we learn, such as reading homework, 
academic vocabulary and rhetorical 
skills. 

 
Class Activities, Homework, and Small 
Projects (In Synergy: Participation): 40% 

● Daily openers, informal verbal 
participation, vocabulary 
presentations, notes, binder-checks, 
and other types of daily participation 
fall into this category. These are 
graded on adherence to the 
instructions provided, but are not 
graded on standards-based rubrics. 
Instead, these assignments assess students’ work ethics, study skills, and practice 
towards mastery. 
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Policies, Procedures, and Discipline 
 

EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR  

1. I expect everyone in my classroom to strive for respect toward themselves, each other, 
and the work we do. I expect students to speak with civility and respect regarding everyone in 
the Westmoor community at all times. This includes students not to putting themselves down 
or making light of their own work. 

● Anything said to anyone in my classroom must be respectful enough to be said to 
everyone in my classroom. 

2. I expect the whole class to work together to build a safe environment for learning. 
● I will generally give three warnings about behavior before students must have a 

conference with me. However, in cases where bullying behavior is involved or students 
become so disruptive class cannot continue, students will be sent out immediately in 
order to respect the well-being of the classroom community.   

3. I expect everyone in my classroom to put their best effort into learning every day.  
● What this looks like in practice will obviously vary from student to student, and from day 

to day. However, I expect my 12th grade students to conduct themselves like adults in a 
professional workspace and to clearly communicate issues that may affect their ability 
to participate. 

4. Students must have phones out of sight during class time unless I have given explicit 
permission to use them for an activity.  

● Students will receive three warnings during the year if I see phones out without explicit, 
written permission from me (to use for an assignment or activity). This stands even if 
they are off and not being used. 

● After three warnings, phones will always be confiscated and given to the dean of 
students during brunch, lunch, or after school (depending on the period), even if the 
phone is off and not being used. 

○ Refusal to hand over the phone will result in the student being sent to the office. 
○ Please be aware that, if this happens during 5th or 6th period and there is an 

event on campus that is occupying the dean’s time, this may mean the student 
does not get the phone back until the next day. 

5. Please, no meals or messes in class. Students may eat in class, as long as it’s not a 
distraction. When students are using computers (including their own), food may not be 
eaten and drinks must have lids and be kept on the floor next to the desk. I expect all 
students use table manners, chew with their mouths closed, and clean up after themselves.  

● If a student spills or makes a mess, I expect them to clean it up. If they do not, I reserve 
the right to briefly hold them to clean up after themselves. 

● I reserve the right to revoke a specific student’s eating privileges if they consistently 
display an inability to eat and drink respectfully. 

6. No physical violence under any circumstances. This includes horseplay and sparring. 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR, CONT. 

7. Bathroom breaks are at my discretion. Generally, I will let students go one at a time if it’s 
convenient. Out of respect for campus supervision, I ask students not to leave during the first 
ten and last ten minutes of class. I strongly encourage students to avail themselves of the time 
they have before school, during passing period, during brunch, and during lunch to use the 
restroom. 

● Students who have medical reasons for needing to use the bathroom (i.e. UTI, sickle 
cell, etc.) should please communicate this to me at the beginning of the year and will be 
allowed to use the restroom whenever they need to.  

8. PLEASE do not use spray perfume or nail polish in P11, at any time (including lunch and 
breaks). This is part of the respect rule. What smells pleasant to one person causes a migraine 
or asthma attack in another. 

9. Hate speech, threats of violence, and sexual harassment will result in an immediate 
referral to the administration.  These are violations of the other students' and my own rights, 
and will be treated as such.  

 
CONSEQUENCES AND DISCIPLINE 

Usually, the consequences for not meeting my expectations in the classroom follow this 
progression: 
 

● Three warnings 
● Informal meeting with me AND/OR direct intervention (like taking a phone) 
● Lunch meeting with me AND/OR further intervention, such as moving a student’s seat or 

initiating weekly check-ins with me 
○ At this point, if the behavior affects a student’s academic performance, I will 

contact home via email 
● Referral to the administration or counseling 

○ I will always contact home via email if this happens 
● Request for parent conference 

 
Notice that some behaviors, such as bullying or severe and ongoing disruption, will result in 
me immediately sending a student out of class without these steps. This is out of respect for 
the other students. 

 

"Freedom makes a huge requirement of every human being. 
With freedom comes responsibility. For the person who is 

unwilling to grow up, the person who does not want to carry his 
own weight, this is a frightening prospect.” 

                                                                                    — Eleanor Roosevelt 
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EXPECTATIONS FOR COMMUNICATION 

● EMAIL: Please see the front page for the emails I would like parents and students to 
use. Please be aware that I do not answer emails after 6pm. Student emails should be 
punctuated, capitalized, and proofread in a professional manner. They should use 
complete sentences, include a salutation, and clearly explain both the purpose for the 
email and any requested actions on my part. Student emails will be returned without 
reply (with a request for revision) if they do not adhere to these guidelines. 

● STUDENT CELL PHONES: Please be aware that cell phones are not allowed to be out 
during class or outside the classroom unless students are using them for an assignment. 
Parents, please do not call the students on their cell phones during class. 

○ If there’s an ongoing emergency situation, I’d be happy to provide you with the 
direct line to my classroom if you contact me. 

● MISSED WORK: If a student misses work, I expect them to meet with me outside of 
class. I expect students to do this promptly, and I expect them to initiate the 
conversation (meaning that I students should not wait until I ask them to see me).   

● PARENT COMMUNICATION: Parents, I am always happy to hear from you via email, 
and I look forward to seeing you at Back to School Night.  

○ I am not able to conduct parent communication over the phone. I am more than 
happy, however, to meet with parents in person (either formally or informally), and 
I always welcome email exchanges. 

● STUDENT COMMUNICATION: Students are expected to communicate with me 
promptly and frequently about missed work, questions about assignments, or struggles 
in class. If my door is unlocked, students are welcome.  

○ Parents and guardians, please join me in encouraging our students to 
communicate directly with me about issues in the class before having parents 
of administrators step in. One of my goals as a teacher of young adults is to 
help them learn to self advocate like they will be expected to do in their jobs and 
colleges. I am always happy to listen. 
 

● SHARING DOCUMENTS IN GOOGLE DRIVE: Please do not share documents with me 
ever without either an accompanying email or a previous request from me. If you do 
share a document with me, for any reason, without my having explicitly requested you 
do so, the accompanying email must include the following information: 

○ A description of the purpose and audience for the attached document 
○ What you would like me to do with the document (in the form of a firm request, 

rather than a demand, please). 
○ The timeline for this action (if it is a college essay, when is the application due) 

with concrete dates. If you don’t know, find out before sending the email. 
○ Remember that written assignments will NEVER be accepted via Google. If 

you are having technical difficulties with turnitin.com but have finished a paper in 
Google Drive, you do not need to email me as ‘proof’ you finished it — just show 
me the version history later. 
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Academic Expectations  
 

DAILY SUPPLIES (BRING EVERY DAY): 

● Dark blue or black pen ONLY: I often have extras available, but I expect students to 
bring their own pens as well. 

○ Students are welcome to use pencil for annotations and notes, but anything 
turned in for credit must be done in ink. 

● Texts: Students must bring the appropriate book or reading with them every day. Books 
must be covered, and essays or stories must be hole-punched and in the student’s 
binder. 
 

● Binder: Students must have a three-ring binder that’s at least 1” for the class. I expect 
students to keep all handouts, neatly organized and actually on the rings of the binder, 
for the year. I will do periodic and unannounced binder checks throughout the year.  

● Notes: Students may use either a separate notebook for the class (preferred) or a 
section in their binder with binder paper to take notes and make annotations on the 
longer texts.  

● Planner or Homework Calendar: As adults, students must utilize some kind of 
systematic organizer or planner. It may be on or offline. The Google calendar will also 
connect you to Classroom assignments. 

 
MAKE-UP WORK 

● I will never discuss make-up work during class time or passing period.  This includes 
the first five minutes and last five minutes of lunch.  I expect all students to come see 
me, unprompted and outside of class, to discuss what they missed while absent. 

● You have one week to hand in work that was assigned while you were absent. 
Generally, I do not allow extra time to complete work assigned before you were absent. 
If you are hospitalized or have some other crisis, I will discuss accommodations with you 
outside of class and with a signed note. 

● Openers, assignments, vocabulary, notes, and handout titles will all be posted (usually) 
daily on the agenda for the class. They may occasionally not post until a day or two 
later, however. 

● Work missed due to unexcused tardies may not be made up. 

● You are not exempt from making up your work promptly because you have band 
practice, sports practice, ASB duties, a shift at your job, club meetings, etc. 
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LATE WORK 

● Unexcused late work drops 5% the first day it is late, and a letter grade for every 
subsequent week it is late until 50% is reached.  

● Openers, assignments, vocabulary, notes, and handout titles will all be posted daily on 
the agenda for the class. 

● If a student is out due to illness, all assignments given previous to the illness are still due 
on their normal due dates unless I communicate otherwise or I am provided a doctor’s 
note. 

● You are not exempt from making up your work promptly because you have band 
practice, sports practice, a shift at your job, club meetings, etc.  

 
 

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING (DON’T) 

● Any graded writing assignments found to be plagiarized (copied) in part or as a whole 
will receive a zero on that assignment. This includes writing assignments that 
paraphrase a source without citing it.  

○ The first plagiarized assignment may be rewritten for a reduced score; any further 
plagiarized assignments may not be rewritten. Please note that this means that, 
if a student plagiarizes one section in an essay, the whole thing gets a zero.  

○ I encourage students to consider the purpose of writing assignments, as practice 
and productive struggle that will lead to growth. A student copying part of an 
essay is like a runner having someone else stretch or practice for them — nobody 
gets closer to winning a race this way. 

● I encourage you to visit www.plagiarism.org and read the resources there about how to 
recognize and avoid plagiarism. 

● Any tests with copied answers will be given a zero with no chance of a re-take.  

● For participation assignments, such as handouts, worksheets, and study guides where 
students are allowed to work together, I may ask students to re-do the assignments if it 
seems as though answers were copied verbatim from other students’ work. This is not 
because I consider it cheating, but because I do not see evidence of students 
attempting to think about and consider what they are writing down.  

   

http://www.plagiarism.org/
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SUPPLIES OUTSIDE OF CLASS 

● Internet/computer: Students will need regular access to a computer and to the Internet 
for this class. Students are always welcome in P11 outside of class hours to use a 
Chromebook if I have the cart, or in the library if they prefer (or if another teacher is 
using the cart). 

● Financial hardship: Please contact Ms. Brock immediately if any of the supplies 
present a financial hardship to you in any way.  We have extras available. 

● Texts: All core texts will be provided if needed, but I encourage students to purchase 
their own full-length texts if they can.  The Oxford School Shakespeare version of 1

Hamlet is very useful. 

 
CHECKING SYNERGY 

● PLEASE DO NOT CHECK SYNERGY DAILY. This sets students, parents, and me up 
for frustration and misunderstanding. Please be aware that, especially with longer 
assignments, it takes me time to grade them. Please also be aware that grades will 
fluctuate as I put assignments in and correct zeros for work handed in late. If you see a 
zero or a dip in a student’s grade, please wait a few days to be concerned. 

● PLEASE DO CHECK SYNERGY. Every couple of weeks should be fine. I expect that 
students, parents and guardians check StudentVue/ParentVue at least every two weeks. 
Do not wait for a progress report to find out if a grade is lower than you’d like. If you 
need help logging on, our friendly office staff would be more than happy to help you get 
set up. 

 
 

   

1 I recommend that you NOT BUY USED BOOKS DIRECTLY FROM AMAZON — it is crawling with plagiarized, forged, or 
knock-off books (I found 15 of them just perusing the offerings for the books I’m teaching this year). In fact, I’d avoid buying 
any books on Amazon. AbeBooks (which is now owned by Amazon, for all your monopolistic needs) is far more reliable. The 
reasons why have to do with the buyer and seller relationships on both sites — if you want to know more, I can tell you all 
about it. 
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Course Outline (Short)* 
*See the online version of this syllabus for the syllabus with a full-length course outline, links to 
texts, standards for each unit, and more. 

 

UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO THE PORTFOLIO (Weeks 1-2) 
Original Developer: Norman Unrau 

QUESTIONS:    
● How will each student obtain and maintain a portfolio for ERWC 12?  
● What do students know, now, about their reading, writing, and thinking processes?   
● What is metacognition? How can students apply metacognitive knowledge and skills to 

their reading processes? 

TEXTS:  
● Shakespeare, William. “Sonnets 18, 30, 73, 116, and 130.” The Complete Works of 

Shakespeare, edited by Hardin Craig, Scott Foresman, 1961. 
 

UNIT 2: GENRE AS RHETORIC (Weeks 3-4) 
Original Developer: Ginny Crisco 

QUESTIONS:    
● What are genres?  
● How do genres influence how and why we communicate?  
● How can genre awareness help us as readers and writers? 

TEXTS:  
● Friel, Henry J. (Mayor of Ottawa). “File: 1868 Wanted Poster Following McGee’s 

Assassination.jpg.” Wikimedia Commons, 7 Apr. 1868. 
● Leatherwood, Tom. “File: FBI Wanted.jpg” (James Earl Ray). Wikimedia Commons, 

2006. 
● United States Federal Bureau of Investigations. “File: Bonnie & Clyde Wanted Poster, 

1934.jpg.” Wikimedia Commons, 21 May 1934. 
● “File: Leonard Peltier: FBI Poster.gif” Wikimedia Commons, 26 Jan. 2012. 
● “Julieanne Baldueza Dimitrion.” Federal Bureau of Investigations Most Wanted. 4 Apr. 

2018. 
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UNIT 3: WASTE MORE, WANT MORE (Weeks 4-7) 
Original Developer: Jennifer Fletcher 

QUESTIONS:    
Students will have the opportunity to identify and respond to a question at issue using stasis 
theory. 

● How does waste production impact the environment? (Fact) 
● What is “American consumerism”? (Definition) 
● To what extent has human garbage production harmed the environment? (Quality) 
● What should communities do to improve waste management and/or limit waste 

production? (Policy)  

TEXTS:  
● Lam, Andrew. “Waste More, Want More: America Throws Out Good Food.”  

New America Media, NewAmericaMedia.org, 24 Aug. 2012.  
 

UNIT 4: Hamlet (Weeks 8-15) 
Original Developer: Alberta M. Miranda 

QUESTIONS:    
● How does experiencing the performance approach influence our understanding of the 

play?  

TEXTS:  
● Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. Edited by Barbara A. 

Mowat, and Paul Werstine, Simon & Schuster, 2012. 
 

UNIT 5: The Toulmin Model of Argumentation 
Original Developer: Dutch Henry 

QUESTIONS:    
● What is the Toulmin model of argumentation? 
● How can it be used to analyze arguments? 
● How can it be used to develop and improve arguments? 

TEXTS:  
● Henry, Dutch. “Introduction to the Toulmin Model of Argumentation.” 2018. 
● Homayoun, Ana. “The Secret Social Media Lives of Teenagers.” The New York Times. 7 

June 2017. 
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UNIT 6: Into the Wild (Weeks 18-26) 
Original Developer: Mary Kay Harrington; Revised by Shirley Hargis, John R. Edlund, and Marcy 
Merrill 

QUESTIONS:    
● Why do some people, like McCandless, choose nonconformity? 
● To what extent should we admire people who choose a different path in life or to what 

extent should we consider them foolish? 

TEXTS:  
● Krakauer, Jon. Into the Wild. Doubleday, 2015. 

UNIT 7: Bored and Brilliant (Weeks 26-30) 
Original Developer: Mark Olsen 

QUESTIONS:    
● What is the impact of smartphones in our lives? 
● How can we control the use of our smartphones to improve the quality of our lives? 

TEXTS:  
● “Bored and Brilliant Challenges 1-5: In Your Pocket.” Note to Self, from WNYC Studios, 

1-6 Feb. 2015. 
● Pirsig, Robert M. Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: An Inquiry into Values. 

Vintage Books, 2014, pp. 1-3.  
● Robertson, Ian. “Embrace Boredom to Become More Creative.” Psychology Today, 20 

Jan. 2014. 
● Zomorodi, Manoush. “How Boredom Can Lead to Your Most Brilliant Ideas.” TED Talk, 

TED2017, Apr. 2017. 
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UNIT 8: Introducing Kairos and Exigence (Weeks 30-31) 
Original Developers: Jennifer Fletcher (Kairos), Nelson Graff (Exigence) 

QUESTIONS:    
● What does exigence mean? What does Kairos mean? 
● What rhetorical roles do they play? 
● To what extent can these concepts help speakers and writers to communicate 

effectively? 
● How do they relate to rhetorical writing?  

TEXTS:  
● “Don’t be Scared by NRA Hysteria. Be Scared Congress Will Do Nothing.” Editorial. 

Washington Post. 23 Feb. 2018. 
● Fletcher, Jennifer. “Choosing the Right Words at the Right Time.” 2018. 
● Gainor, Dan. “Journalists Target Second Amendment and NRA, and Other Examples of 

Outrageous Media Bias.” FoxNews.com, 24 Feb. 2018. 
● “Obama’s Immigration Cynicism.” Editorial. The Wall Street Journal, Eastern edition, 08 

Sep. 2014, p. A18. 
● “Obama Stalls on Immigration.” Editorial. The Los Angeles Times, 09 Sep. 2014, p. A10 

 
UNIT 9: On Leaving/On Staying Behind (Weeks 32-35) 
Original Developer: Jennifer Fletcher 

QUESTIONS:    
● Students will have the opportunity to identify and respond to a question at issue using 

stasis theory. 
● What causes transnational migration? (Fact) 
● What are “push” factors? What are “pull” factors? (Definition) 
● Is it harder to be the family member who leaves or the family member who stays 

behind? (Quality) 
● Are the risks of emigration worth the potential rewards? (Quality) 
● Should the United States change its immigration policies? Why or why not? (Policy)  

TEXTS:  
● Fletcher, Jennifer. “Interview with Diana Garcia.” 17 July 2017.  
● Garcia, Diana. “On Leaving | On Staying Behind.” Prairie Schooner, vol. 88, no. 4, 2014, 

pp. 11-13.  
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UNIT 10: Ready to Launch (Weeks 36-39) 
Original Developer: Richard W. Heileman 

QUESTIONS:    
● What makes a graduation speech good? 
● What should be the message of a graduation speech? 
● What does the tradition and ceremony of graduation mark? 
● How does the structure of a graduation speech impact its meaning?  

TEXTS:  
● Lovell, Joel. “George Saunders’s Advice to Graduates.” The New York Times, 31 July 

2013. 
● “George Saunders Commencement Speech 2013.” YouTube, uploaded by 

SyracuseArtsScience, 2 Aug. 2013. 
 

UNIT 11: FINAL PORTFOLIO 
Original Developer: Norman Unrau 

QUESTIONS: 
● How has each student progressed in learning about rhetorical reading and writing? 
● What evidence of that learning is manifested in the ERWC portfolio maintained 

throughout the year? 
● What strengths and weaknesses in reading and writing are present in the portfolio? 
● How might those weaknesses be addressed in the future as students continue on the 

path toward becoming expert learners?  

TEXTS:  
● Each student’s own portfolio of documents that has been maintained throughout the 

year in the ERWC curriculum.  
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Class Contract and Information Sheet 
 
Instructions:  

1. Please sign below to confirm you have read this syllabus with your parent or guardian, and then 
have her/him sign it to tell me the same thing.  Please make sure to fill out the rest of the 
information, as well as the reflection on the back. 

2. TEAR ONLY THIS SHEET OFF and return it to me. Do NOT return the whole syllabus. 
 
 

I HAVE READ AND REVIEWED THE CLASS RULES AND POLICIES FOR MS. 
BROCK'S CLASS. I HAVE ASKED ALL QUESTIONS NECESSARY TO 
UNDERSTAND THEM. 
 
I AGREE TO FOLLOW THESE RULES AND UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINARY ACTION WILL BE TAKEN IF I BREAK THEM.  I 
UNDERSTAND THE EXPECTATIONS FOR THIS CLASS, AND AGREE TO PUT 
FORTH MY BEST EFFORT IN MEETING THEM. 
 
 
PRINT NAME (Student) ______________________________________________ 
 
SIGN NAME (Student) _______________________________________________ 
 
CLASS AND PERIOD _______________________   TODAY’S DATE ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:__________________________________________________ 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT:_________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
(OPTIONAL) NOTES FOR MS. BROCK:_____________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 


